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Now you start to think about that 

middle class, how much of their income 
actually goes to buy fuel or, in this 
case, buy food? You get the con job 
here saying, well, the core CPI says 
this. Okay. 

When you adjust core CPI, the con-
sumer price index, and you start to 
think about individuals of—if I am in 
the working middle class, that hard-
working middle class, or even some of 
the lower quartiles, the amount of your 
income that goes to food, fuel and shel-
ter, you start to realize across the 
country that it is not 8.1 or whatever 
that number is that was the national 
average, it is over 10. 

It is folks with assets, like a bunch of 
the Members here. They own houses, 
they own a second house, they own a 
vacation home. They are invested in 
real estate equities. They own some 
REITs holdings. They are doing fine. 
All those adjust with inflation. 

But for our brothers and sisters who 
are just trying to survive, we are kick-
ing their heads in. It is policy that 
came from the floor of this House that 
did it. 

You start to think about the share of 
income now having to be spent just on 
shelter, when our lowest quartiles, or 
quintiles, however you prefer to say it, 
is now over 241⁄2 percent for our lowest 
quintile to basically just pay for their 
rent. These are nationwide numbers. 
This isn’t my Phoenix-Scottsdale num-
ber where it is actually substantially 
higher. 

Congratulations to my community, 
Democrats brought you 11 percent in-
flation. Yay. After redistricting—I am 
blessed, I have an amazing community, 
but my community voted for Joe Biden 
by a couple of points, but they didn’t 
vote for this. 

If you want to make someone that is 
retired, if you want to make a working 
person poorer, do this. This is misery. 
The unwillingness—this is an uncom-
fortable analogy, but I think it works. 

Does anyone have a friend that they 
tried to help through being an alco-
holic and you took them to their 12- 
step meeting? 

What is the first step? They admit 
they have a problem. My brothers and 
sisters on the left here won’t admit 
they have a problem because they 
won’t admit they did this. 

Let’s start going over some of the 
brilliant policy ideas—and I only use 
this one as a simple example because it 
is easy to digest. In the Democrats’ 
Build Back Better, they have been 
speechifying to us that supply chains 
are setting off inflation, we need more 
production, we need this. 

Then they slip language into their 
own legislation that says—but you 
can’t automate the ports because we 
are beholden to the unions. Think 
about that. The Build Back Better has 
a provision in there, slipped in there, 
hidden in there, that you can’t auto-
mate the very things that technology 
disruptions can help make us more pro-
ductive, so that we can actually start 

to drive inflation down and get the 
wealth cycle back to our brothers and 
sisters here in this country. They are 
more beholden to their union constitu-
ency than the working men and women 
of this country. 
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Then here is the very last slide. 
Mr. Speaker, may I ask for my time? 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman has 3 minutes remaining. 
Mr. SCHWEIKERT. It shows you how 

fast you can talk if you have been just 
sucking down coffee all day, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I should throw this out: I have had 
the pleasure of sitting there when I 
have someone on the other side, and I 
know it is sometimes like fingernails 
on a chalkboard, and you are a good 
guy to tolerate because I am frus-
trated. I am frustrated that this body 
is not living up to what we are capable 
of. There are lots of reasons and lots of 
excuses. But, please, to anyone here, no 
more going behind the microphone and 
saying: but it is all paid for. 

The math up to this point of just 
what has been passed—this isn’t what 
has been proposed, what is proposed is 
off the chart—just what has been 
passed, the left has functionally in-
creased the deficit by $21⁄2 trillion dol-
lars. 

That is actually using the much 
more favorable CBO scoring. So no 
more pretending and saying everything 
is paid for. It is not. 

All I’m trying to do here is a simple 
point: judge us as conservatives and 
Republicans by what we did policywise 
in 2017, ‘18, and ‘19 and the good it was 
for the country. It was good for every-
one across the board. And then take a 
look at particularly the last 15 months. 

I beg of my Democratic colleagues: 
reach back, figure out what we did that 
worked, steal the ideas and call them 
your own. But the country deserves so 
much better than what they are get-
ting from this body today. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. With re-
spect to a unanimous consent request 
entered earlier today by Mr. COLE of 
Oklahoma, the Chair would clarify that 
such request cannot be entertained 
with respect to H.R. 7648. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 11(b) of House Resolu-
tion 188, the House stands adjourned 
until noon on Monday next for morn-
ing-hour debate and 2 p.m. for legisla-
tive business. 

Thereupon (at 2 o’clock and 47 min-
utes p.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Monday, May 16, 
2022, at noon for morning-hour debate. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

EC–4122. A letter from the Assistant Gen-
eral Counsel for Legislation, Regulation and 
Energy Efficiency, Office of Energy Effi-
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Energy Conservation Program: 
Test Procedure for Commercial Prerinse 
Spray Valves [EERE-2019-BT-TP-0025] (RIN: 
1904-AE55) received March 30, 2022, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4123. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.6622(j), 
Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
casting Services (Vernon, Alabama) [MB 
Docket No.: 22-30] (RM-11916) received April 
26, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4124. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(j), 
Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
casting Services (Billings, Montana) [MB 
Docket No.: 22-39] (RM-11917) received April 
26, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4125. A letter from the Chief of Staff, 
Media Bureau, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Amendment of Section 73.622(j), 
Table of Allotments, Television Broad-
casting Services (Albany, New York) [MB 
Docket No.: 22-13] (RM-11914) received April 
26, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

EC–4126. A letter from the Director, Office 
of Congressional Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission, transmitting the Com-
mission’s NUREG technical report — Con-
solidated Decommissioning Guidance, Char-
acterization, Survey, and Determination of 
Radiological Criteria, Final Report received 
April 28, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

EC–4127. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
CG-LRA, U.S. Coast Guard, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De-
partment’s temporary final rule — Safety 
Zone; Anacostia River, Washington, DC 
[Docket Number: USCG-2022-0212] (RIN: 1625- 
AA00) received April 25, 2022, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

EC–4128. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Safety Zone; Colum-
bia River, Rufus, OR [Docket Number: 
USCG-2022-0176] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
April 25, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

EC–4129. A letter from the Legal Yeoman, 
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
temporary final rule — Security Zone; San 
Diego Bay, San Diego, CA [Docket Number: 
USCG-2022-0234] (RIN: 1625-AA87) received 
April 25, 2022, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 
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